. . Edward's Council # 7g, .

Clinton & Camanche, | owa

Grand Knights M essage

As we celebrate the Christmas season
with friends and family, | want to
remind everyone that there is an effort by
the media to attack the
Catholic dogma of Christmas. Recent
editions of Newsweek and Time
magazine

featured cover stories questioning the
biblical accounts of Christ's
birth. They don't attempt to question the
story of Santa Claus because
that would affect their advertisers and
their bottom line. As Knights of
Columbus, we must fight to keep Christ
in Christmas. A campaign has been
started by Michael McDonald, the Grand
Knight of the Lady of the Lakes
Council 6318 in Carmel, NY. If you
subscribe to Time or Newsweek, we ask
that you cancel your subscription in
protest to their editoria attack on
our faith. Contact family members and
ask them to do the same. Together,
the Knights of Columbus can send a
strong message to the media that
without Christ, there would be no true
Christmas. Vivat Jesus.

District Deputy Notes

We are about to enter a very festive time
of year as | write this but K of C
happenings must go on. The notice of
your annual dues either is or will be in
the mail soon. With your notice you will
be reminded to think about and record
whatever you would like included in the
Fraternal Survey Form for your Council.
The Semiannual Audit Report will also
be completed soon - of definite interest to
your officers and especially to your
trustees.

January is the time for the Annual Free
Throw Contest. If my dates are correct
the Clinton contest will be held January
20, 2005 and the District on February 13,
2005, but I'm certain you will hear more
about this. The District contest will be
held in DeWitt again this year.

Your Council #707 had a great "2004"
with the Star Council Award still in your
thoughts and I'm certain 2005 will be
another banner year. Gerry Rank - D.D.
Attendance Drawing

For December 13, $25, Andrew Wolf and
$6.25 Roger Burken. Sorry not present.
4" Degree

Loras Assembly #260 hopes that every
Knight of Columbus member, their wives
or lady friends and their families had a
Happy & Holy Christmas & New Year.
We want you to consider joining our
Assembly this year. There is a Fourth
Degree scheduled for Ft. Madison, lowa
on April 2, 2005. For an application or
further information, please contact the
State Master, Sir Knight Henry W.
Fullick at 1010 Briar Cliff Lane in
Clinton, |A 52732 (563) 242-8256 or
Robert M. Hutcheson at 1307 Davie
Street in Davenport, lowa 52804 (563)
326-5249

“We Are One Body”

Chaplains Notes

My Brothers, I'm
sitting at my laptop
computer late at
night, listening to the
James Taylor
Christmas  abum,
looking for

inspiration for both

this letter and this coming weekend's
homily. Meditating on the gospel, it
dawns on me how much God asked Mary
and Joseph to trust in the promise that
they had grown up with. God had
promised Israel that he would send a
savior, a Messiah who would make all
things new and establish a timeless
kingdom.

It is easier to believe in the promise in
general, than to trust that God can bring
the promise to fruition through us as
individuals. Mary and Joseph had been
chosen to bring about the promise
through God's grace. Because of their
cooperation, our Savior was born, even in
the humble venue of the stable in
Bethlehem.

Perhaps we have an opportunity to
cooperate in God's grace as we wait for
the Lord's second coming. We too are a
people “set apart”. Through our baptism,
we ae God's chosen. Through
participating in this grace, we incarnate
Christ and bring God's message of peace
to aworld in desperate need.

I will have a new opportunity to get
reacquainted with the Knights of
Columbus as the new Chaplain of St.
Edward Council. As an active ministry
of Prince of Peace Parish, the Knights of
Columbus have done many great things.
But the future is always caling us to
stretch and make more room for Christ in
our hearts and souls; so that we can be
extensions of God's grace in this time
and in this place.

Not knowing how much space | am
alotted for this letter, | will close with
the song James Taylor is singing loud
and clear... “Go tel it on the
mountain, Jesus Christ is born!”

Rev. Jeffry Wm. Belger

Ladies Auxiliary

Hello Ladies, | hope you and your
families had a Happy Holiday. Now that
the New Y ear will be here soon letstry to
make our meetings and come up with
new members. Our next meeting is
January 17, 2005. God Bless al of you.
Betty Fullick

Congratulations

To Joshua Marburger, student at The
Franciscan University of the Prairies, one
of our members, for being mentioned in
the 2005 edition of “Who's Who Among
Students in American Universities and
Colleges.”

Welcome

To new members Keith Brooks
sponsored by Louis Kraciun and James
Sweeney  sponsored by  Joshua
Marburger. Welcome aboard.
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Free Throw Competition

Mark your calendars now.

The Knights of Columbus St Edward’s
Council 707 will be hosting their annual
free throw competition. The competition
is open to all boys and girls between the
ages of 10 and 14 (inclusive) as of
January 1, 2005. There are 5 age
categories for both boys and girls. The
competition will be held at the Prince of
Peace Catholic School gym at 312 S 4"
St on Thursday, January 20 at 6:30 PM.
Registration forms can be picked up at
the Prince of Peace Parish office or the
Prince of Peace School office. Forms
will also be available at the competition.
A parent or guardian must sign the
completed forms in order for the child to
compete. Winners will receive a plague
and will move on to the district
competition, the location for this
competition will be announced at our
local competition. Doors will be open at
5:30 for early registration. If you have
any questions or would like to help, call
Mark Mangin at 243-1471. See you
there.

Blood Drives

On Thursday January 22, 2005 Prince of
Peace will sponsor a Blood Drive from
3:00Pm to 6:00PM at St. Boniface Hall.
Watch the Church Bulletin for further
information. Then on April 13, 2005 St.
Edwards Council will sponsor a Blood
Drive from 3:0PM to 7:00PM at St
Boniface Hall. They are spaced far
enough apart so you can give blood to
both. ~ Watch for details in future
newsl etters.

Pie Sales

The Thanksgiving pie and pizza sadle was
a success once again with a little over
$800 for our education/ vocation
scholarship fund. Our next sale will bein
early spring as Easter is early this next
year. Many thanks to al who
participated in this effort. Thanks, aso,
to those who made the calls and helped
distribute the goods: Joel Adkinson,
Molly Bronkema, Earl Farrell, Edward
Ford, Mark Mangin, Glen Messerich,
John Seitz, Bartholomew Vander Bleek,
and chairman Raymond Mantsch.

A specid thanks you to Mrs. Audrey
Rickerl for her gift of $1000.00 to our
vocation fund. Over the years, Audrey
has been a strong supporter of the
activities of the Knights of Columbus.
We appreciate her participation and the
interest she has shown to our
organization. Our prayers are with you
along with our thanks, Audrey.
Breakfast

. The “We Club” with the help of the K-
C's will be holding a breakfast at the
Church of the Visitation in Camanche
after the 800 &10:00AM Masses,
January 9", 2005. Cost is $5 per adult
and $3 per child under 12. The menu
will include scrambled eggs, sausage,
biscuits & gravy, fruit and cinnamon rolls
plus drink.




